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H

ave you ever noticed your lights blink during
a thunderstorm? Or perhaps you’ve noticed a
blinking microwave clock when you arrive home.
When this happens, you’ve likely experienced a brief
disruption to your electric service, which could result from
a power surge or blink. While the symptoms of surges and
blinks can appear similar, what’s happening behind the
scenes can be quite different.

What’s a power surge?
Power surges are brief overvoltage spikes
or disturbances of a power waveform that
can damage, degrade or destroy electronic
equipment within your home or business.
Most electronics are designed to handle
small variations in voltage; however,
power surges can reach amplitudes of
tens of thousands of volts – this can be
extremely damaging to your electronic equipment.
Surges can be caused by internal sources, like HVAC
systems with variable frequency drives, or external sources,
like lightning and damage to power lines and transformers.
Tri-County EMC encourages all members to install surge
protective devices (such as surge protector power strips) to
safeguard your sensitive electronics. If you’re experiencing
frequent surges in your home or business and you believe the
cause is internal, contact a qualified electrician to inspect
your electrical system.

What’s a power blink?
Power blinks are also brief service interruptions, but they’re
typically caused by a fault (short circuit) on a power line or
a protective device that’s working in reaction to the fault.
Faults can occur through a variety of instances, like squirrels,
birds or other small animals contacting an energized power
line; tree branches touching a power line; or lightning and
other similar events. In fact, when it
comes to power disruptions caused by
critters, squirrels reign supreme. In 2019
alone, squirrels were responsible for more
than 1,200 outages.
Any of the events noted above can
cause your power to blink, but you may
also experience a brief interruption when
protective devices that act like circuit
breakers are working to detect the fault.
Believe it or not, these brief power blinks
caused by protective devices are actually good because that
means the equipment is working as it should to prevent a
prolonged outage.
Regardless of the cause, Tri-County EMC crews will be on
their way to inspect the damage and make necessary repairs
after a power outage. And you can help too! Any time you
experience repeated disruptions to your electric service,
please let us know by calling 919-735-2611 or 800-548-4869
or tcemc.com/outage-center.

Energy Efficiency Tip of the Month
When shopping for new light bulbs, know the difference between
lumens and watts. Lumens measure the amount of light produces by a
bulb. Watts measure energy consumption. Energy-saving LEDs come in
a variety of colors and brightness levels and last 15-25 times longer than
incandescent bulbs.
						

Source: www.energy.gov

Tri-County Electric Membership Corporation AUGUST 2021 21

Tri-County EMC Board Director Retires

A

fter 22 years of dedicated service, Dallace Grady,
certification, which demonstrates understanding and
director for Duplin County, retired from the Tricompetencies in five core areas of cooperative governance.
County Electric Cooperative Board on Wednesday,
Following that, she attended advanced classes to earn her
June 30, 2021.
Board Leadership certificate through NRECA.
Reflecting on her time representing the
While a director, she also served as a member of
members of Tri-County, Grady said, “I have
REAP and ACRE committees with the co-op.
enjoyed every minute I have served as a director
Dallace is a member of Sarecta United
for Tri-County Electric Cooperative. I’ve learned
Methodist Church where she serves as music
a lot over the years and met many wonderful
director and church secretary. She is also
people during my time serving.”
treasurer of United Methodist Women.
During her board tenure, Grady was actively
“On behalf of the Board of Directors, I would
engaged in continuing education that informed
like to thank Dallace for all of her dedicated
her decisions for the cooperative. She attended
years of service to the cooperative and the
Dallace Grady
formal training with the statewide association,
members,” said Carl Kornegay, Jr., president of
North Carolina’s Electric Cooperatives, and the National
the Board at Tri-County EMC. “She was an asset to the board
Rural Electric Cooperative Association (NRECA). Through
and we wish her all the best in her retirement.”
NRECA, she earned her Credentialed Cooperative Director

HVAC Filters: A Change for the Better

W

hen it comes to energy efficiency in the
home, sometimes small changes can make a
big impact. A small, unglamorous task like
changing the filters on your HVAC system makes your
unit run more efficiently – keeping your house cooler
in the summer and warmer in the winter. It also saves
money. And the savings gained from having your system
run more efficiently can be applied to more fun or
entertaining pursuits that your family can enjoy together.

The lowdown on dirt
As you move around your home, you drive dust into the
air from carpets, furniture and drapes. Regardless of
where it comes from, dust and dirt trapped in a system’s
air filter leads to several problems, including:

è Reduced air flow in the home and up to 15% higher
operating costs
è Costly duct cleaning or replacement
è Lowered system efficiency

Making the switch
Now, that you know the facts, it’s time to get busy
changing or cleaning the air filter in your heating/cooling
system. Many HVAC professionals recommend that
you clean or change the filter on your air conditioner or
furnace monthly. It’s simple and easy, and in many cases,
it only takes a few minutes.

Filters are available in a variety of types and
efficiencies, rated by a Minimum Efficiency Reporting
Value (MERV). MERV, a method developed by the
American Society of Heating, Refrigerating and AirConditioning Engineers, tests filter effectiveness.
The higher the MERV number, the higher the filter’s
effectiveness at keeping dust out of your system. While
most types of filters must be replaced, some filters are
reusable. And don’t forget about the winter months. Your
heating system needs to work as efficiently as possible to
keep you warm (and your loved one feeling snuggly), and
a clean air filter helps it do just that.
Heating and cooling professionals recommend turning
your system off before changing the air filter. Make sure
that the arrow on the filter – which indicates the direction
of the airflow – is pointing toward the blower motor.
When you’ve made the change, turn your system back on.

A teachable moment
Beyond saving money and improving the air quality in
your home, changing your air filter is a great opportunity
to teach your family more about energy efficiency.
Consider getting everyone involved, and the entire family
will learn how simple changes can make a big difference.
For other tips on how to save, visit tcemc.com, or call
the efficiency experts at 919-735-2611.
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Local Students Win Annual Meeting Bag Contest
Artwork from four local students will be featured
on the 2021 annual meeting bag. Faith Futrell of
Kenansville Elementary, Gavin Birkin of North Duplin
Elementary, Catherine Summerline of Southern
Wayne High School and Maxson Locklear of
Grantham Elementary were the four winners selected
for this year’s contest. Each artist received $100 for
their winning entry.
Non-finalist winners Kyairra Anderson, Kensleigh
Foster, Linkin Foster, Maddox Hamm, Madelyn
Hinnant, Elizabeth Bryant and Kelsey Hinnant each
received $25.

The contest was open to students from kindergarten
through 12th grade. Students were asked to draw an
original image of “what Tri-County means to you.”
The winners were selected by online voting on the
Tri-County EMC Facebook page.
“This contest is a fun way to catch the attention of
the younger generation and get them involved with
the cooperative,” said Deidra Grantham, manager of
marketing and communications.
Thank you to all participants and congratulations to
the winners!

Gavin Birkin

Maxson Locklear
Catherine Summerline

To learn more about the program and apply, visit
ncbrightideas.com.

Faith Futrell
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Bright Ideas Early
Bird Deadline is
Aug. 15
Attention, teachers! Do you have an idea
for a creative learning project geared
toward giving your students a new way
to learn? Apply for a Bright Ideas grant!
Educators who submit a grant
application by the early bird deadline
of Aug. 15 are entered to win one of
five $100 gift cards. Tri-County EMC
is awarding up to $1,000 this year to
educators with creative ideas to bring
hands-on learning to students in K-12
classrooms. The final deadline to apply is
Sept. 19, but it could pay to apply early.
For more information or to start your
application, go to NCBrightIdeas.com.

To learn more about the program and start your application, visit: ncbrightideas.com

Statement Of NonDiscrimination
This institution is an equal opportunity provider and employer. If you wish to file a Civil Rights program complaint of
discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, found online at http://www.ascr.usda.gov/
complaint_filing_cust.html, or at any USDA office, or call (866) 632-9992 to request the form. You may also write a letter
containing all of the information requested in the form. Send your completed complaint form or letter to us by mail at
U.S. Department of Agriculture, Director, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue,
S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, by fax (202) 690-7442 or email at program.intake@usda.gov.

J. Michael Davis

General Manager

Management Staff
Tri-County EMC Membership Corporation in
Dudley, N.C., was chartered May 8, 1940.

Kenneth E. Davis, Jr., CPA

Mission Statement:

Robert B. Kornegay

Tri-County Electric Membership Corporation is a
member-driven cooperative committed to
providing reliable electric power at a reasonable
cost, to offering superior service, and to taking an
active role in supporting the communities it serves.

We are here to serve you 24 hours a day,
7 days a week and 365 days a year.

Manager, Finance & Administration
Manager, Member Services
Deidra Grantham, Editor

Manager, Marketing and Communications
Tony Grantham, P. E.

Manager, Engineering
Michael Wood

For Outages or Emergencies:

Manager, Operations

919-735-2611 or 1-800-548-4869

Tamah Hughes

tcemc.com

Manager, Information Technology
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Board of Directors
Carl W. Kornegay, Jr

President

Employee of
the month

Jennings Outlaw

Vice President

William H. Farmer, Jr

Secretary

David Vinson

Treasurer

Keith Beavers
Dallace Grady
Jeff Henderson
Patrick Lynch
Randy McCullen
Worth Overman
Brandy Rouse

Kourtney Humphrey
Kourtney Humphrey is one of
50 employees ready to serve
you. Kourtney has worked
with Tri-County since June
8, 2015, and is a Member
Services Representative for the
cooperative. Kourtney resides
in Rosewood.

